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Ry inglish Highlights °3

Harbour of cultures: An Exchange
Experience in Australia

In May, 14 students from Ho Ngai College visited Australia, exploring
renowned landmarks around Darling Harbour, Sydney. The highlight of the

trip was a week-long cultural exchange with buddies and host families
from Dungog High School. Experiencing school life in Australia was an eye-
opening experience for our students, enriched by a variety of experiential
learning activities and the kindness and enthusiasm of their buddies and
host families.

During visits to farms and nature reserves, students gained deeper
knowledge about Australian native animals and plants. The week was made
more memorable by a Matt Ball competition between our students and their
buddies, and they bid each other a sweet farewell by preparing traditional
Australian desserts to share.

Our students proudly represented Hong Kong culture and fostered a
greater appreciation for different traditions through this exchange. We are
grateful to everyone at Dungog High School for their warm hospitality.
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¢~ English Highlights ®.

Unlocking the World of
Harry Potter

Our Form 1 students embarked on a reading adventure led by the
library and the English department, exploring the magical realms of the
beloved Harry Potter series. This reading lesson not only revisited iconic
scenes from the films but also delved into the mythological references
woven throughout the series.

Feeling intrigued and eager to continue your quest in the saga? The
pop-up books on display in the library offer a fresh twist on traditional
novels and would completely transform your reading experience.

Whether you are a fan of the series or not,

you will definitely find joy in immersing yourself
in this mystical world crafted from powerful
words and boundless imagination!
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® English Highlights "¢

This year, our school has provided a valuable opportunity for 10
students to participate in an excursion tour to Russell, Ontario, Canada
from 26" April to 11" May. During their time at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
High School, students stayed with local homestay families, which helped
them enhance their English communication skills and develop independence
while living far from home. They experienced authentic Canadian life
through the eyes of locals, truly living as Canadians do.

While engaging in cultural exchange activities at school, students
cooked and shared traditional dishes such as French toast and glutinous
rice dumplings. In return, Canadian students were introduced to lion dance—
a vibrant Chinese performing art that brings cultural and historical values to
life. Our students also gave presentations showcasing Hong Kong's local
art, food culture, and attractions, promoting Hong
Kong culture to an international audience.

The trip broadened our students’ horizons
and instilled in them a mindset of embracing
cultural diversity.
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Miss Leung Puij Sze

Miss Leung thinks that one tourist
destination worth recommending is
Perth, in Australia, because it is home
to many unique animals. In addition to
kangaroos and koalas, there is also
short-tailed kangaroo—Quokka,
which exists only on Rottnest Island
in Australia, |f you take a photo with it, you
will notice that its face appears smiling.

Scenic spots that showcase the power of nature are worth
visiting, such as Pink Lake and the landforms shaped by weathering,
These sights are unique to the area,

Miss Leung’s unforgettable memories include the local animals
and scenery, which are not found in other countries. This experience
makes her feel that nature is truly magnificent, the local people are
very friendly, and the scenery is breathtaking,

Miss Leung believes that the significance of travelling is to
€Xpose oneself to different cultures, It

can help students develop an
awareness of environmental protection,
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Mr. Murray

When it is safe to visit again, Mr. Murray would highly recommend
Pagan, in Myanmar. Mr. Murray went there several years ago with his
parents as part of a trip that also included visits to Rangoon, and
Mandalay. But the most impressive destination on their itinerary was
undoubtedly Pagan, with its thousands of ancient pagodas. It felt a
bit like being on the set of an Indiana Jones movie. They stayed in a
resort hotel on the banks of the broad irrawaddy River where HRH the
Prince of Wales stayed in the early 1920’s during his tour of what was
then known as British India and the princely states.

Mr. Murray would recommend planning a trip for the time of year
when they have hot air palioons which fly over the thousands of
pagodas at Pagan. Whether or not you garnered the courage to go up
in one of these balloons, he thinks this would be a very scenic time
to see the pagodas. He also particularly remembers entering one
ingenious pagoda where the expression on the huge golden Buddha
statue’s face appeared to change as you approached it. This was
no doubt an illusion created by some very clever designers, but it
was a very unexpected surprise 10 observe the Buddha's expression
change from a blank to smiling face as you walked closer.

Paganis @ UNESCO World Heritage site that would appeal to pupils
with an interest in history, architecture, Buddhism, art, photography or
just exploring. Mr. Murray founds that the local people were also very
friendly, and the food quite interesting.

in addition, Mr. Murray bought
two longyi—traditional tubular
sarongs worn by Burmese
men. So, he supposes pupils
interested in traditional dress,
costumes and fashion might
also enjoy a trip to Myanmar.
indeed, the rich tapestry
of ethnic diversity across
Myanmar certainly impressed
him, and would no doubt be of
interest to many pupils.
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Address: No.8, Oi Ming Lane, Tuen Mun, N.T., Hong Kong
5% : (852)24417100 (&#E ) 15219432012 (ERA )

{8§H : (852)2441 6753 (&%)

Web: www.hongai.edu.hk

Email: info@hongai.edu.hk




