


Educational Philosophy

Mission

As a school, our mission is “to act benevolently and to teach benevolence"
which is our sponsoring body Sik Sik Yuen’s motto. We endeavour to do this through
providing our students with a cooperative and holistic learning environment which
proactively encourages parental involvement. Our aim is to produce well-rounded,
healthy and committed citizens.

Whole Person Approach

In order to develop our students’ full potential we use a student-centred
approach which caters to a variety of learning styles and interests. Besides studying
the compulsory Chinese Language, English Language, Mathematics and Citizenship
and Social Development core, our students have opportunities to select from a range
of electives including courses in technology which foster creativity and innovation.
Our students also select from a variety of extracurricular uniform groups and club
activities which aim to develop their interests, social skills and ability to contribute to
society as responsible and self-disciplined individuals.

Cutting Edge Best Practice in Teaching

Our staff are also well qualified with the majority of them having a master degree
or doctorate and all of them a bachelor degree. Information technology (IT) is utilised
by all our teaching staff with a large proportion of them at the very cutting edge of
the revolution in integrating IT developments into pedagogy. Indeed, several of our
staff have served in important roles on the Curriculum Development Council of the
Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority.

Our staff also meet mandatory English and Mandarin language proficiency
requirements and the English language curriculum is supported by native English
speaking staff.
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Principal’s
Words

EARLY ADOPTION
OF Al PREPARES
STUDENTS TO EXCEL

Message from Principal

Following the release of powerful artificial intelligence (Al) tools such as
ChatGPT, the transformative power of this new technology has become impossible
to ignore. We are undoubtedly at the dawn of a new era, and those who attempt to
limit or contain this new technology are as misguided as the Luddites who opposed
the progress of the Industrial Revolution.

Instead, we need to make the most of the myriad of opportunities that this new
technology offers and leverage it to help teaching staff prepare more engaging
learning materials, and students to develop the digital literacy, skills and knowledge
needed to succeed in a world that will be shaped by and shared with Al.

The early adoption of Al in our school makes possible more personalised
learning opportunities, enhanced access to information, increased learning
efficiency, greater student engagement, and improved learning outcomes. It
also gives our teaching staff and students a head start in making the most of
the opportunities which Al presents, and coming up through trial and error with
strategies for overcoming any inevitable challenges.

This is why after consultations with staff, many of whom studied computer-
assisted learning in their own subject areas in post-graduate studies, our school
became one of the first in Hong Kong to adopt the utilisation of Al by both staff and
students. Following the launch of our school’s progressive Al policy at a special
hall assembly on Monday 6th March 2023, both staff and students have been
encouraged to explore how this disruptive technology can help them improve
learning outcomes.

Several months after our adoption of Al, lessons have been learned, and both
students and staff have a better appreciation of how Al can assist them as well as a
better understanding of how emerging technologies will shape the future. Our job as
educators is to prepare students to embrace and excel in that future. | believe that
our early entry into the dawn of this new age has put our students in pole position to
win this race to the future.

CHEUNG Kin-sun, Jackson
Principal
Ho Ngai College (Sponsored by Sik Sik Yuen)
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AL

Artificial

intelligence

Artificial Intelligence: Embracing the Future

In recent years, generative Al technology and ChatGPT have become hot topics
in the education field. Teachers are now taking up the challenge of enhancing the
quality of teaching and enabling students to acquire knowledge more efficiently
through the adoption of this new technology.

Utilising generative Al technology can improve learning and teaching
effectiveness and efficiency and aid student mastery of subject knowledge.
Generative Al can also assist teachers in managing courses and assessing students'
learning progress. With this in mind, our school organised a training session on
*how to utilise the latest generative Al technology to aid learning and teaching" in
which school staff introduced the latest generative Al technology and applications
of ChatGPT to their colleagues. This technology not only facilitates the creation
of teaching materials but also enables students to gain a deeper understanding
of course content. Furthermore, our school is dedicated to teaching students to
make wise use of information technology. In order to facilitate this, all our junior
high students have access to 8th generation iPads thanks in part to a device loan
scheme for those in financial need.

STEM Education: Mastering the Latest Technological Trends

In order to cultivate students' problem-solving and higher-order thinking
skills, and enable them to grasp knowledge in science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM), our school provides various types of innovation and
technology activities including the opportunity to participate in various related
competitions. For example, design and technology workshops and competitions are
held in Form Two where outstanding students are invited to participate in a regional
model rocket car competition which allows students with potential to showcase their
talents. In order to ensure equality of access to technology, the school has also
constructed a future classroom, incorporating the internet of things (loT) such as
devices, smart controls, intelligent temperature control, multifunctional electronic
whiteboards, and an immersive virtual reality space (VirCube) which gives students
the opportunity to grapple with cutting edge technology.

School-Based Support Services: Cultivating Autonomous Learning

Our school has always been proactive in keeping pace with the times and
optimising its school-based curriculum to provide students with the best learning
experience. To achieve this, we participate in the Education Bureau's school-
based support services, where our teachers collaborate with curriculum support
coordinators to develop school-based curriculum and conduct classroom research.
Through pre-learning subject knowledge and participation in STEM workshops, we
aim to cultivate students' ability to learn autonomously, solve problems, and engage
in creative activities. Our school has also participated in the "Jockey Club ‘Touching
the World through Emotions' Virtual Reality Chinese Language Teaching Program
Il - Enhancing Students' Chinese Language and Literary Cultural Literacy through
Virtual Reality Teaching" to enrich students’ Chinese language learning. Through
virtual reality writing instruction, we also aim to enhance students' interest in writing.
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Course

&P COMPREHENSIVE
CURRICULUM

Since our school’s foundation in 1991, we have continued to tailor our
curriculum to meet the needs of society and with the implementation of the new
senior secondary (NSS) curriculum our school has provided students with a broad
range of in-depth study options. In addition to the four compulsory core subjects
(Chinese Language, English Language, Mathematics and Citizenship and Social
Development), students can select three elective subjects (including the applied
learning course) which are in line with their interests and abilities. In addition, our
students are not forced to specialise in either the arts or science but can include
electives from both of these traditional streams.

NSS Curriculum

Chinese Language, English Language, Mathematics, Citizenship
and Social Development
Physical Education, Visual Arts, Biology, Physics, Chemistry,
Economics, Geography, Tourism and Hospitality Studies,
Mathematics (Extended Part), Business, Accounting and Financial
Studies, Design and Technology, Information and Communication
.......................................... Technology, Technology and Living.

\E1117e14 /G Chinese History, Health Management and Social Care

Courses

Core Subjects

Elective
Subjects

To align with the principle of providing a broad curriculum, our school has
comprehensively planned its curriculum and offers fifteen different subjects,
providing students with diverse choices. We have also established a cross-school
collaboration network with Tuen Mun Government Secondary School and South
Tuen Mun Government Secondary School to jointly offer additional elective subjects,
allowing students from the three schools significantly increased subject choices.

Other Learning Experiences (OLE)

Other learning experiences integrate and augment extracurricular activities and
informal courses to provide an effective and balanced learning environment. We
encourage students to participate in five categories of "other learning experiences,"
including moral and civic education, community service, work-related experiences,
artistic development, and athletic development. These experiences are closely
linked to core subjects, and students can reflect upon their learning experiences
in their learning portfolios, providing a comprehensive personal résumé for further
studies and employment.
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DIVERSIFIED
[ EARNING PATTERNS

Comprehensive Learning

Students are encouraged to engage and learn from the world around them
through carefully planned excursions. These real world experiences gained from a
variety of environments across Hong Kong, including Hong Kong Disneyland help
students to better connect what they learn in class with life outside the classroom.

Project Learning

In order to foster our students’ sense of initiative and creativity, thematic learning
projects are organized. These have included a range of innovative projects such as
cart design, water purifier design, goldfish care, plant care, air pollution reduction,
healthy living, pet care and water rocket design and production projects. These
projects aim to assist students in applying knowledge from their school subjects in
daily life situations. Various strategies are employed at each stage of these projects
to nurture and encourage innovative and independent thinking among students.

Extra-curricular Activities

A broad range of extra-curricular activities are one of the hallmarks of Ho Ngai
College. Our students can select from around 30 clubs and extracurricular activities
which complement what students have learned in core subjects and assist students
in internalizing a well-rounded skill and knowledge set that encompasses moral,
intellectual, physical, social and aesthetic domains. One of our most successful
extracurricular groups is our marching band which has won the Hong Kong
Marching Band Contest for 15 consecutive years from 2005 — 2019. The success of
this and other extracurricular groups has certainly boosted the morale of all students
and made them better appreciate the benefits of disciplined perseverance.

In addition to enhancing students' cultural literacy, our school organises an
annual literary stroll event, aiming to improve students' appreciation and creative
abilities in literature. For example, the Form Four students participated in a literary
stroll at the Chinese University of Hong Kong where under the guidance of teachers,
students read articles related to the Chinese University of Hong Kong, followed
by a guided visit to experience the literary atmosphere of the university. Students’
literary works were also reviewed by renowned Hong Kong writer Leung Wai-lok.
This activity not only enhanced students' literary creativity but also ignited their
aspirations for pursuing higher education at the university level.
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COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT

Catering for Individual Differences

Everyone is unique and our school treasures the uniqueness of every single student
providing any necessary support to encourage both academic success and all-round
development. Carefully structured group learning and assessment tasks, games and
drama activities are utilised along with a broad range of pedagogical strategies to cater
to students' individual learning styles. This allows students to improve academically
in a positive and enthusiastic learning atmosphere. Several special programs in life
coaching, music therapy and health have been arranged to help with students’ personal
development. School-based educational psychologists are also available to assist both
students and staff as required and cooperate with teachers to jointly review the curriculum,
design after-school courses, provide student assessments and training and make detailed
records of student learning.

Classroom Management

Classrooms are a microcosm of a society and are the basic unit in our school. In order
to develop a sense of belonging and caring culture in each class, we implement classroom
management programs. As part of these programs students form a student committee
under teacher supervision and participate in inter-class activities and competitions which
cultivate students’ organisational and leadership skills and class cohesion.

Primary to Secondary School Transition

We make every effort to assist new students from primary schools to adjust
successfully to secondary school life. This includes providing the parents of new students
with monthly study reports, morning and afternoon homeroom periods with two homeroom
teachers, personal development camps, remedial and enhancement support and a peer
support scheme.

Newly Arrived Students from Mainland

We have a series of specially tailored activities, such as English classes,
interpersonal skill classes and Hong Kong culture and environment programs, to help
narrow the gap between newly arrived students from mainland China and their local
Hong Kong counterparts. Indeed, our mainland students are given every encouragement
and opportunity with appropriate pastoral care and assistance to facilitate their smooth
transition into Hong Kong'’s education system.

Our school is conveniently located in the town centre of Tuen Mun, New Territories,
and is accessible from Shenzhen Bay Port in less than an hour. Scholarships and other
subsidies are available for students with financial difficulties to relieve their families’
financial burdens and increase their motivation to study.

Gifted Education

Each subject area prepares extension materials and activities for gifted students.
Examples include participation of students with native-like English ability in the Model United
Nations conference in Hong Kong, with the possibility of progression to the Cambridge, Yale
and New York phases of this program, and the introduction to Latin course offered by our
native-speaking English teacher (NET) which prepares students for the Introduction to Latin
Exam taken at various levels by 150,000 students worldwide each year. Besides introducing
gifted students to Latin and classical Roman culture, this course aims to both polish students’
English grammar and extend their range of advanced English vocabulary.
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BILITERACY
AND TRILINGUALISM

Our school places great emphasis on developing students’ language
skills so that they are biliterate in both written Chinese and English as well
as trilingual in Cantonese, Putonghua, and spoken English with a particular
focus on allocating significant resources to English language teaching. We
provide strong support for English pronunciation training through phonics in
junior high school, and in senior high school, concentrate more on developing
students' writing skills. In recent years, we have also hired additional native-
speaking English staff to systematically enhance the speaking skills of our
junior high school students and design diversified English courses using game-
based approaches to make English learning more enjoyable for students.

External Examinations and Support

Our school has benefited from expert assistance from the Language Support
Section of the Education Bureau which led collaborative lesson planning, teaching
observations and feedback, cross-curricular pedagogical sharing, and other
activities, leading to the establishment of an effective school-based English
curriculum. We have also, incorporated English teaching into various subjects at
senior levels based on students' abilities. Additionally, we have introduced special
English courses to prepare students for international English examinations such
as the Test of English for International Communication (TOEIC), and International
English Language Testing System (IELTS), enabling them to pursue further studies
at overseas universities in Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, the United States,
and elsewhere.

Experiential Language Learning

To increase opportunities for students to use English in daily life, teachers have
designed practical and experiential English activities for each grade. For example,
leading students on tours to iconic places such as Tsim Sha Tsui, Cheung Chau,
and Discovery Bay, where they learn and use practical English and upon return to
school share their experiences.

Computer Assisted Language Learning

Our school has implemented the use of an online platform for all students to
strengthen their English vocabulary learning and improve their general English
language proficiency. This online intelligent learning tool enables students to learn
5 to 10 vocabulary items per day through reading and the completion of vocabulary
exercises such as word puzzles. By establishing a daily habit of utilizing this system
students have been able to retain up to 90% of all vocabulary studied according
internal school assessments.

A daily listening program has been introduced in the 2023/24 academic year
to extend students’ English listening skills. These daily exercises developed with
the assistance of generative Al are offered at several levels to suit the English
proficiency level of individual students.
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Overseas
Exchange

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
OUTSIDE HONG KONG

Mainland China and Beyond

Our school regularly arranges study tours to both mainland China and abroad
to enhance our students’ pride in their national identity and broaden their horizons.
Destinations have included Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Zhuhai, Zhejiang, Dongguan,
Sichuan, Shenzhen, Macau, South Korea, Singapore, Thailand and Australia. These
trips have provided opportunities for students to challenge themselves in unfamiliar
environments, improve their language fluency, and experience both Chinese and foreign
cultures and ways of life. By deepening students’ sense of national identity and patriotism
whilst also expanding their international perspective, students gain a more comprehensive
understanding and appreciation of Hong Kong’s place within China and the world.

Mainland China Visits

Hong Kong's adherence to the ‘one country, two systems’ constitutional principle
allows it to act as a bridge between mainland China and the rest of the world. To deepen
students' understanding of the nation, our school, in response to Education Bureau
policy, arranges visits to mainland China led by Citizenship and Social Development
teachers. Students have also participated in a Hong Kong students' study tour to
Sichuan to better integrate themselves into the overall development of China and see
how it fosters various developmental opportunities.

Students are also encouraged to learn about the development of sports in China with
a view to enhancing their national self-esteem and cultural confidence. For example, our
school has organised sports exchange trips to Guangzhou, enabling students to explore
local customs and broaden their horizons.

Overseas Study Tours

Various types of overseas study tours are arranged. Some focus on using English for
international communication and cultural exchange such as those to Thailand and Singapore,
while others focus on English immersion with homestay and school placement in native-
English speaking countries. Yet another type explores green technological development.

English Immersion Programs

Our annual overseas study tour destinations will be broadened to include trips to a
greater range of native-English speaking countries such as the USA, UK, New Zealand
and Canada in addition to Australia where students have not only the opportunity to
attend classes at local institutions but also stay with host families, enabling them to
broaden their horizons and enhance their English language skills. These tours provide
students with in-depth experiences of the local lifestyle and culture. Students attend
classes alongside local students and stay with host families, fostering mutual exchange
and immersive English learning.

Green Technology Development Abroad

Overseas study tours are also arranged to observe technological development in
fast developing fields. An example is our study tour to Seoul which allowed students to
gain a more concrete understanding of South Korea's latest technological developments
and the application of environmental technologies.
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CAREER PLANNING

Future Study and Career Options

In order to meet the challenges of our rapidly changing society, a well-
rounded education with career planning is essential. Indeed, career planning
plays a significant role in fostering students’ self-understanding, personal planning,
goal setting and reflective habits of mind. Our students are supported in setting
appropriate academic and career goals in accordance with their interests and
abilities with the support of homeroom teachers.

Tertiary Institutions and Job Market

A variety of career activities are arranged for students which help them to better
understand the job market. Specialists in this field also hold practical activities for
students such as interview training, short-term career skills training and life planning
workshops and internships and visits to universities and corporations are also
arranged. Every effort is made to ensure that our students are well prepared for life
after school and their future studies and career.
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